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application claims the priority of German patent document 102 39 978.3, filed Aug. 27, 2002, the disclosure of which is

expressly incorporated by reference herein. The invention relates to a seat assembly for a vehicle, having a seat bottom part with
a vehicle seat rail, on which a vehicle seat back part can be secured that can be swung through a substantially upright position,
and having a seat rail locking device having a locking bolt that is movable from an unlocking position to a locking position in

which it cooperates with the vehicle seat rail, the locking bolt being movable from the locking position into a release position in
which it disengages the vehicle seat rail. As a result of a loading accident, a component of the vehicle seat assembly is torn
away, such as a safety belt, and the vehicle seat assembly then falls and damages the other components of the vehicle seat

assembly. For example, the seat bottom part itself can be torn away in the form of a buckle flap. In this case, the vehicle seat
assembly is at risk of destruction. In a conventional seat assembly of this type that is shown in DE 44 32 428 A1, the locking

bolt is fixedly coupled on one end by a fixing plate to a spring-loaded, axially movable locking element and on the other end by
a locking element to a safety locking bar that is connected by a so-called safety spring to the vehicle seat rail. When the vehicle
seat rail is opened, the locking element is first moved by the locking bolt away from the vehicle seat rail, then the fixing plate is

driven into a cutout of the vehicle seat rail, and the locking bolt is moved by the locking element into a position in which it
disengages the vehicle seat rail. The safety locking bar is then released from the vehicle seat rail so that it can strike the vehicle
seat. However, in these seat assemblies in which the seat is retained against destruction by means of an axially movable locking

element, in which the locking element is coupled by means of a fixing plate that can be moved out of a position in which the
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